. 0 #r narrew B

¢ ufidence 1o oui foree, and & correspondiog impatience
¢ f dsmands for more troops. The bloody battles of Beven
T o8 and Fair Quks shook thia 8 little, but ouly for a time,
pod it was then too late tu create 8 new army for that
cimpaigo.

i Met'lollan was not deeeived, but be was belpless. He
k- w 1bat t*e rebels ou numbered bim : nod inevery war,
other th ugs b ing eqanl or early 8o, the cbances of vic-
try rest with tue srmy which bas the highest pumbers.
He vas ¢ mpelled, therefors, 10 rely oo ekill—on prepa:
ralton sud in the last rasort on etrategy He knew thst
Bis vight witg was lik-'y to ba attacked and beaten. Butl
be Lelured ihat this could only be done by & supericr
{ ., cc nod ihat this foreo must be drawn from the retel
yieht. 1 the ¢n my sirengtnened Lis own reft, ke W"“!d
rabig wesken his right wing—and over his

biv the ramn
roht wiog lay the road to Kichm od. MeClellan, there-
f e propared His own right wiu g for & prompt and sufe

po0r o tue otber side of the Chicksbominy— prepared
tie Wiite 11 uee fur s prompt snd cheap surrender, rnd
wing for s prompt and overwhbelwirg

ripiped e left
:_ ;. -.r. o bod massed there the main body of bis army,
aib tiewrly &'l bis nrtillery bud cansed roads to be opeoed,
coierwags coustiuoted, and every préparation made for
¢ wnoco g esunon, s d stood ready to avail bimself, at an
boot's oot es, ul the expe ored transfer of the rebel strength
f 1 ne wide tothe oher of his lines. He expected to

I

exi b ge the White House for Richmond, and the bargain
vone b good one
“Upon thid ban's MeClellau's plans were faultless. But
(s 1ok it for granted that he would bLave to meet only
t':.»‘uru- ¢ whien held Riehmond. MeDowell, Banks, a1 d
Iy Ill--h-l were expected todetain Jueksoo iu the Valley ot
thie Shnandosh  Searcely a week before the eriais came,
1 eside: t Livetln hin sell jofirmed JeClellan that 1,000
juew L83 been sent from Richmond to reinforce Jackson,
pod tbst this was equivalest 10 adding just s0 many 10
PicClelne's army. No one tbought fur & mi‘Flﬂlil that
Sackeon wia to leave the Yail g, His whula tmullon was
supp sed 1o be to prevent teiuforcements from beivg sent
v MeCllsn  Hedid this—and a good geal more. Fur
“\ hen the st ack upon our right wing came, it proved to
Love bepn med by Tackeen bimself. He had swept down
Wb 60 000 wen past Hapover Court House—forerd our
yight seroes the Crickshominy, and was ready to follow
{oew. wh 'e the robel foree iu front «f our lefi at.u_mld there
© undicehed eirength! 1o & single day Juekaon had
sdded 55000 men to the rebel Richmond army- Me
Trwmell tind done tor MeClellan precisely what Patterson
aud 1o- MeDowell before Bull Run  Jackson bad plnyerl
our arwy v foont of Washir gtoo precisely the same trick
wich Jornsen last yesr played our srmy at Winchesier.
I e hod quit his positon, snd tallen upon Our fores before
M Dowell boew thit lie was gooe.

« ylo! el wu was thus placed io a condition of the utmost

pe i, fom whirh extriestion might seem slmost impu:s-
sible, e bad th- enemy in overwhelming numbers in
{e.nt un bis nght, sud rapidly gainiog bis rear The sud.

Gen rowilut 1 which he ok, of throwing his whole army
i d Mcult ronds, in face of & powerful,
v gore LA, sed exulient eomy, upon & new base of operas
Loty wiles anay, wil! s aud as onec of the bo!d.‘n
m it vy romeeprions ever formed ; while the success wu.h
vuch 1 was seuieved, (ho stesdiness aod order of thie
terr bl mareh, sud the ndmirsble bebavior of these raw
pave not been #& y-ar under &rms, &nd mosl

tiine

troops, who

of whom bal never been under fire, chsllenge for the
Comwand ng Geuveral and for he «fficers snd men the
bowity - dmiration of the whele eountry, Pursued by the

enemmy nnd loreed to face sbout and fight cesperate battles
o eureessive anys, Geo. MeClellau twok sway in safety
& Lo stores, doove all bl cattle, preserved nearly nll his
g0k aud 100k Up B nEW poBilion UpOD & DOW line of com
fouieati o with hiv supplies. from which the most streou-
cus eff ri@ of the enewmy base {ailed to drive him,

b mbe tothe peneralship and the courage of his sol-
diire e Army of the Potomae 18 safs. It only remaine
L w b sirengthies snd sustain it

Such was the view which the partisans of the
Adwicistration then took of the campaiga of Gen.
MeClellon io the Virgioia penissula. . Never was
a Geroral eslled 1o cope with such obstacles, but
th se laid in his wsy by the military authorities in
Waushu gron were the most insurmountsble. Hence
it was that that intesse Republican shcet, the
}ew Yok Icdependent, wrote as fullows, ip ita
seview of this same campuign.  We quote lrom its
puwber of July 17, 1862: <

“ The pecple earnot but sas that the eueceas of cur
arms bas tess iu the ratio of their distanes from the seat
of Giosernment  In sl the great West, shere the Go
rernment ¢ould ot meddie, on the aeaboart, in n orth
Carolinn, -t I3 nutort, south Carovioa, at New Orlenos
ve hove bud suceess  But in Virgnis within resch of
e i fluercs of Washiogton. we bave had all our delays
Do not the people consider these

acd kWl our sl tunes
thiong=1 = * °

Lie Prosident is underatond to have a-anmed *h= whole
roapoowt ity of the camphign in the East.  T'he peopls

" it hold b aito thit reep nsibility.  Tne Geperals are of
Lis eetection  All th pges are in bis ba de

 Hot ooe thoug ie sure, uuless there is more purpose add

Wonst 1 ogton, sll the puolie mestogs i the land

Yigor at
v 4. n twove this country from shame aud disaster,

“ W owseosk ploedy, sorrowfully, earnestly  An enemy
af the & m 14 ration would bave vo right to spesk so. We
wre § 0 ode—nll the wore bacause we speak out what mil-
Bous think. but do not utter, lest it might binder the cause
Fiut, unlows s gue s ne sposkas, there will soon be littls eause
Latt to Binder or to help.”

The Buston Daily Advertiser, then as now

1 I-.Iii'un of the }’ltridugl, threw the whole
Vlume of the blunders 1n the Shenandoah Valley
(whieh precipitated the disasters that subsequently
overtook Gen. MeClellan before Riehmond) on the
ieorctary of War.  Iu its number of May 27, 1862,
this ¢ loyal’” print wrote as follows :

“Why, then, it will be aaked, did the Beeretary detach
Shieide [ om Davks and order the latter buck to Stras.
burg? We do not undsrtake to snswer the quest oo

v de waa pent to join MeDowell, but the countey hes

) lesrt wuy us-ful putpose tha' is served by that grest
Aty Iy there with no enemy befors it, too far from
Kiehwo o to co operate with MeClelinn, even il there were
a disposon 1o du ao, sud * protecting Washingtoo® from
accees 10 ad rectiun wiere the enemy have themselves in
their rettent from Maoasens destroyed every bridge and
Leablod every fscility of eommunicativn which might en-
shle them to advanee.  But, even il an sttack upon Wash
o were feared, what mesns of preventing it could be
s the appearavee of & Inrge combined foree at Gor
fovss I me was pr jeet-d?  And what «Xigeuey pressed
strengthening of MeDowell o urgently ss to make

K

Bl

towbie, in order to gaio & few dsys time, to throw
B4kt e truite o the whole eampaigo io the valley, to
dericon) g2 our nimy by retreat, to lose agaio our eon'rol

of Ui Ba tiwore and Obio railrosd, to expose Maryland to

equrnces of araid and to possible attempts at in-
purrect ou to jueur the dingrace of o tutal failure in Vir-
gis el b We aee 1o believe the Secretary in hia present
mwond, 10 v Zpoar Lae enpital itselt ) Who does ot feel his
tlood tingle with shame ax he vifl.cis that ali this dis.
gruce has besm browught upon us by a stroke of the pen from
an officva who possesses patriotism wuh ut discretion, and
enthusianm soithout yudgment, and who 13 o3 ready to ezag
perate the terrors of ks work te day as he was to yush upon

the cor

the m yesterday 7
“ | e cone uvion to which we arc led is easily under
oo - wnd our resders will learn how deep ere our ennvie
s 0 ttie matter, when we take the step, unusul for
s ol nraing the ewoval of & Cabinet offeer.  Mansachn.
sttty will reapund prumpﬂ’ to the oall of the conntry
It sonm vl leave tha plough, the hammer, and tbe forge,
ve done before, as they are doing now, aod wil
the dofonce of the nation. But she has a right to
demian d and we bilieze that h the majority 9)‘“' ’n”h
she docs DEMAnD, that this waste of the national strength
and enthi vusm shou'd end ;- that Mr. Stanton shonkd
“ne fe @ drpariment which he has proved himself incompe.
fte i, ond ghouwld make way for some officer woho wirl
t undertake (0 o anage for our Generals in l’.’:-ﬁef‘ when
in his cherr in the Wor COffice, woho will not ruin
our camoatgne by his interference, and whoge vision extends
gund the cepariment of the Kappakannock, Tue eountry
.6 pouriog out ite blood and treasurs without stint ; and it

Ar they b

rrinh 1

villimy

] &

La# & right to demind, aud We believe does demand, that
the fruit of monthe «f labor, purchesed by the lives of
many brave men, by inconceivable toil and expense, should
uut thus be lightly thrown swey like an emply husk; and
that, at the moment when all seemed to prosper, the nation
sbould pot suddenly have to endure the sbame aud the
danger, us regards our foreign re'stivns, of & pitrous ap-
peal to save its capital. The vativn csnnot sfiord to have
the war protracted, by & maoagement which thus eacri-
fices every success, snd t lls the people of tle Southern
Siates that even victory does pol make it certain that a
Un on arwy will maiotain its position, Let the country
have & wilitary administrution as judicious snd steady s
Mr. Liveoln's civil poliey, avd sll will be well, aud suc-
cvss will be not ouly sure but speedy. But let the War
Depariment continue to be managed huphazard, with more
ithought of making and unmaking Presidents than of fin-
ishing the war, without soy steady plan, or judgment, or
deterence to those who bave, and guided ouly by energy
that bas vo balance and self-confidence that has no huit,
and for our own part we must thank Providence that the
future i# hidden from us, acd that we sre left to the suffi-
cient evil of the day."”

To-day this paper would denounce as * factions”
(if not disl'yal) any member of the Opposition
which should hold such a style of language to-
wards the Chicf Magistrate and his immediate
subordinates in executive commsand. And we are
fice to say that such crimination and such dictation
are to be cited only for the purpose of showing
the lengths to which Republican partisans feel it
safe to go in pursuit of their own personal and po-
litical resentments, while carpingat the loyalty and
patriotism of men who, with all the fuults they may
have sscribed to the Administration, never pre-
umed to hold any such dictatorial and insultiog
langnage towards the constituted authorities of
the land.

We koow there were those who publicly exulted

in the defeat of our armies before Richmond—

sme because of their political hatred towards Gen.
Me(lellan, and others because they saw in such
deteats the presage of an emancipation policy des-
rined to be the dernier resort of the Administration
But we leave to the Boston Daily Advertiser the

vdium of the gratuitous imputations it has cast on
the integrity of Mr. Stanton, when, in a matter
which concerns the honor of his country and the
lives of his fellow men, it charges him with prosti-
tuting his high cffice to schemes of President-muk-
ing—merely remarking that, in justice to the Seo-
retary, we are wiliiog to believe, whatever may
have been Lis military indiseretions, that such re-
flections on his integrity and patriotism are no
wore just than those in which this journal now
habitually indulges with regard to better men who
happen for the time to be its political opponeats
only because they do not vote for the retention in of-
fice of persons who, if it is to be believed, are un-
worthy to reccive the support of honest and pa-
triotic men in any party.

[

MR. LINCOLN'S RECORD—No. IIL

The opening of the spring campaign in 1862
had been crowned by a flood-tide of military sue-
cesses, won in pursnit of the plans that had been
deliberately marked out by Gen. McClellan. After
be was removed from the control of our military
affuirs, and the Administration undertook to direct
the movements of our armies by  orders” from
Washington, confusion glided into our counsels,
and all the operations most subjeot to its super-
vision, brcause nearest to Washington, were brought
to nought. Instructed by this bitter experience of
disaster, the President, it was hoped, would cease
t) meddle with matters too high for him, notwith-
standicg Lis experience in the Black Hawk warso
highly priz.d by Mr. Raymond in writing Mr.
Liueulu's biography. And this hope was confirwed
when in July, 1862, it was announced that Gen.
Halleck had been appointed General in-Chief ¢ to
command the whole of the armies of the United
States.” When as yjet this anuouncemaent was a
mere rumor, Mr. Raymond wrote as follows in the
New York Times of July 22, 1862:

“ The rumor that Gen Haleck has been summoned to
Washington and 18 to be made ¢ mmander-in chiel of the
pationul armics has done something to revive the publie
bopes, If it proves to be true, and is not eounteracted by
rash mnd uswise experiments n other directions, it will
onntribute largely to that resurrection of the publie faith
which in essontial 1o sucoess. [t will give the country a
pu.rantes that we are at last to have somewhere m the su-
preme mil tary councls of the nation a man who knows
something of the theory and practice of war. Thuas far, al-
thoogh the country bas been at war for over & year, the
s preme command of the army, both in general and in de-
teil, has been in the hands of civalians. Lo will also give
the cou try ground to hope that unity of milita-y counsels
and action wili at last be practically recogmised as abso-
lutely essextial to the success of military operations. The
must eonsummate skili may be thwarted by the interfer-
ence of incompetent supeciors, sod the most dauntless
bravery way b rend: red ussless by the dissipation and
waste of eonflioting councile

“That the Premident has long felt this necessity is suffi.
ciently proved by the fact of his« baving undertaken to
sapply it Limsell.  For the Isat few months he has been
the actual, as well as theoretiesl, eommander in-chiel of
all our armies—directiog their movements, adjusting their
relative strength. fixiog sud orderivg their combined ne-
t on, aud supervising their detailled operations in his own
person. We bave too much respect for Mr. Lineoln's
good senss to suppose that be undertook this task from a
eonvietion of his superior fitness for ite performance No
man knows better than himsclf that ke is not a solai-r,
ei her by cavcation or by natural gewins and aptitude.
Nor is there auy man in the country less Likely to throst
himaclf necdlessly ioto a position involviog the most fearful
resgonsibilities, which even the most venal aod unscrupu.
loun of his flstlerers comld not pretend that he was qaali-
fied to fiill. The President felt the sbeolute necessity of
unity iu the nilitsry councils of the nstion ; and in default
of any one else, he undertook to give them that uoicy him-
self. He must feel hat the exrperiment has mot succeeded
The decisive test of generalship is success The army that
witis the most 0.0 ies is the srmy that has the best
Genernl at ita bead. And, judyed by this standard, the
rebels thus fsr have the advantage of the Union forces.
They have deceived us, escaped us, aud beaten us. What
they bhave lscked in wumbers they have made up in stra-
twy. In wgor of movement, in rapidity of concentration,
in the concenlment of their plaos until thay were ripe for
execution, in striking heavy blows on our waskest points,
and in withdrawiog their forees from every blow we have

simed at them, the rebels, judged by resuits, have shown
themeelves our masters in the art of war, The reason of
this, doubtless, 19 that THEIR President is a soldier"
This, be it remembered, is the deliberate oriti-
cism of Mr. Lincoln’s biographer before Mr. Lin-
coln was the Republican candidate for re-election
to the Presidency. Tn the year 1862 Mr. Haymond
could see what mischief had ensued to the national
cause because the President had ‘undertaken to
mansge &ffairs for which he was not fitted * either
by education or by natural genius and aptitude.”
In 1862 Mr. Raymond saw the sdeantags, io a
time of war, of having a President who is a sol-
dier. And if be does not see these things as clearly

‘telegraphed :

to-day as two years ago, it is only because the Balti-
more Convention happened to re-nomianate, as ¢ the
party candidate,” & man whom he can warmly
support only by ignoring his former conviotions
there sre very many who are like-minded with
him,

Ta the same srticle from which we have quoted
as sbove the Times added as follows :

+ 1t is for the President to dBsignate the successive steps
to vietory—1to mark oul the specific poiuts that are to be
oooupied and held by the armies of the Union. But with
that his interference shuld end. Neither Gen Hall:ck, nor
any othe man fit to filt that place, should take it without
o uplete and abselute authorily in every thing relating to
the military operations of the war. If his ndvice is to be
asked, it should be fullowed. The country demands for
the army, what tbe srmy itself requires, a competent, ab-
solute, and responsible head. 1t will tolerate no back stairs
confidaot—fio wers wilitery wet-nurss fur a eivilian com-
mander, whether that civilian be the Secretary of HWar or
the President of the United States. All thoughts of per-
sonal etiquatts aud of titular digmty must give way to the
‘supremy necessities of the country.”

We all know how little the President or Gen.
Halleck fulfil ed the requirements thus suggested
as proper for their guidance in their respective
spheres. The President meddled” as before
whenever he had a mind to do so, and Gen. Hal-
leck submitted to be treated Ly him as somebudy
or hs nobody aceordiog to the President’s pleasure.
Tho first step of the new titular General-io-Chief
was torceall Gen. McClillan from Harrison’s Land-
iog that hemight take s ¢ fresh start” against Rich-
wond from Fredericksburg. It was in vain that
Gen. McClellan protested and showed the digad-
vantagos of the step—disadvantages so mournfully
confirmed by the bitter experience of the country
from that day to this. Whether Gen. Halleck
acted at his own instance in this disastrous deter-
mination, or whether he was moved to it by the
President, we are unable to say.

Then followed the rout of Gen Pope's mis-
handled forces, the tumuliuous retrest into Warsh~
ington, and the second fright of our suthorities for
their own saf -ty and the safety of the city. In
the mean time, Gen. McClellan had been left at
Alexandria, under orders of the War Department,
with control over nothing but such officers of his
staff as remained with him and a few men in camp.
On stating this faot to (Gen. Halle:k, who had
several times insolently carped at him, the latter

WASHINGTON, AUGUST 31, 1862,
‘Major Gen George B. McClellan : Sincs recsiving your
despateh, relating W cnmmsand, 1 pave not becn nble ty an-
swer any not of absclute necerelly. _l have not seen the
order as published, but will write youin the morning. You
will retain the command of every thing in ths vie nity not
temp rarily with Pope's army in the field. Theg of you to
assist me in this crisis with your ability and experience. [

irely tired out.
am enttrey A O M. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief.

It will be seen that misfortune had at last
brought the General-in-Chief to write eourteously
and to ‘“beg” for Gen MecClellan’s assistance in
this “erisis,”’ when it was believed that the enemy
would soon be thundering at the gates of Washiog-
ton. ¢ Help me, Castius, or T siuk,” was the im-
ploring cry of Gen. Halleck in this extremity. Tt
was one day afterwards, an the 2d of September,
1862, that Gen. MecClellan was restored to the
command of the troops who loved him so well.

The order restoring him to the command of the
army, and placing the fate ol the nation io his
hands, was made in writing. [a Gen. MoClellan’s
official report this order does not appear. Itis
given in a foot-note in the New York edition of
Sheldon & Co. It was published in the National
Intelligencer from an official copy on the day suc-
ceediog its date, aud it was also published &t the
same time in the New York and other papers, hav.
ing been sent from this city by telegraph. The

order was as follows :
HEANQUARTERS OF THR ARMY,
. Adjutant General's Office,
y Washington, Sept 2, 1363
Ry direction of the President, Majsr Urnecsl McCiellan
will buve eommand of the fortifications of Washiugion
and of all the troops for the defene of the Capital.
By order of the Secretary of War :
E. D 1owssesn, A, A, General

This order seems to have raised a storm smong
the enemics of MeClellan, which neither the Presi.
dent nor the Seeretsry of War cared o face. Can
it be possible that at this moment, when the fate of
the nation was trembling in the balance, sich po-
litical considerations controlled the movements of
the highest officials?

It would scem so, for the order was re-published
in an amended form, suppressing the names of the
President and the Seceretary of War, and so far re.
lieving them from any apparent conneetion with
the restoration of MeUlellan to the command. On
tie 3d of September a despatch was sent from
Washington, stating that the order should read as

follows :
Wai DFPARTMENT,
Adjutant Genorals Office,
Wa_hington, Sipt. 2, 1562.
Mujor General MceClellan will bave command of the for-
tifieations of Washingion and of all the troops for the
defenee of the Capital.
By command of Major General IHalleck :
E D 1Towasesp, A. A. G

We will let the New York Journal of Commerce
tell the remainder of this pitiful episode :

“Why wae this order eouched in such dobious lan-
gquage? Every one remembers that it was not till ex
plnned by telegraph thatl the paople even underatood that
MeClollsn was in enmmand of the whole Army of the Po-
tomne It was undoubtedly inge niously worded to avoid
the storm of radienl indigoation which was anticipated
Instend of a frack noble order, expressiog olearly the duties
of ths Geveral on whom the very destiny of the republio
was that day repored, we bave this 1 genious phraseology
went forth to the nation to deeeive thew into the idea that
MeClelian was only placed in eommand of the forta 8o
iha radiosl papers declored at the tims. It was only Gen.
Halleck’s oraer placiog MeClellan in the fortifiestions—
Just the work he was suited for’

“ Under that order. ingeniously worded, and under no other
order or word of command from President, Seorstary of
War, or Gen Hall ek, beariog no sutbority but that whieh
this tricked-up form of worde doubtiully gave him, Gen.
MecClellan led the army into Marylaod sud guined the vie-
touries of Son'h Mountan and Actieiam. Halleok, it will
tie borne in mi d, expressly told MeClellan, in his despnteh
of October 26 186¢: * Sinoe you l=it Washington = * |
have given you no ordera’ Neither bad any une else up
to the eclose of Antietam. ‘T'he simple truth was thet
MecClellan, the oniy man i Wasbiogtin fit for the ceeasion,
as the inaction of every oue elss abutdautly ‘confesred,
baving been chuged with the delence of the eapital,
mounted his horee when he IIII-II‘M the time a proper one,
and went into the Geid to vietory snd the salvation of the
eapital and of the nation. Presideot, Seoretary of War, Hal-
Ieck, all were paralyzed so far as any thing they said or
did remains to indieate, They locked idly on whils MeClel-
lsn saved tbem sud the ewuntry. Halleok, indeed, sent
gruarbling thuo er after bim over the wires. “I'hus on the
Oth Beptember Halleck telegraphe:

“ Until we have better advices nbout the nuwder of the
enemy st Draivesville I think we most be very caations aboat
stripping too much the forts on the Virginia side,”

“ Agaio on the 13th he growls: ‘You are wrong in thus
uncovering the capital.” Again on the 14th: ‘Scouts re-
port a large fores still on the Virginia side of the Potomae.
If wo, 1 fear you are exposing your left and rear’ Agsin
on the 16th, st 12 30 P. M., Halleck telegraphs: ' I think
you will find that the whole force of the enewy in your
front has crossed the rivar. [ foar now more than ever
that they will re-croms at Harper's Ferry or. below and
turn your left, thus cutting you off from Washington '

the smile of McClellan as bo read

that last des amid the thunders of the eannon on the
evening of before Antietam And

e 16tb—the eveuin
Halleck, sfter thess dally fits of‘
ebout MoClellan’s uncovering the espital; after despateh
on despateb, begging MeCiellan not to get so far off from
the capital and leave them to the invasion of the rebels;

tremor and nervousness

sfter discouragiug every step of MeClellan's advance in
Marylend up to the hour of the vietory at Antietam,jthis
same Gen. k comp of the slow advance of
MeClellsn in Maryland !—ialked sbout the sstonishing

fuct that he marched ouly s few miles a dey! aod wrote
so officisl report assumiog the eredit of the campaign,
saying that 'McClelian wes directed to pursus biw' (the
euvemy) into Maryland siter Pope's defost. No such di-
rection was given, but the whole Maryland eampaign
standr out a8 the work of MeClellan, untrammelled only
because the people io Washiogton wers so thoronghly
frightened that for ovce tuey permitted & military mau to
ovuduct & csmpnigo on his own plans

“Hut what 1s to be said of tha treatment these same
men gave McClellan when be bad relieved them [rom their
fright sod saved the capitsl and (he nation?”

It was with euch “a fire in his rear”” that Gen.
MoClelian fought and won the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam. Nobody has forgotten
how these viotories eleotrified the country. They
came at a moment when the popular mind was
weltering in the Slough of Despond.  The nation
was again placed on its fect, and folt solid ground
beneath its tread, where before all had been doubt
and uncertainty.

Tor a time the enemies of McClellan were si-
lenced. What fear had done for him after the re-
pulse and rout of Pope was now done for him by
tuis demonstration of capacity and skill, too pow-
orful to be resisted while its spell was on the pub-
lic mind. Yet there were those who even then blurt-
ed out their gensures upon him becsuse he had not
utterly “annihilated”” the army of Lee. (It was
and is 80 common for armies in our war to be ¢ an-
nihilated.”) And when he paused long enough to
provide his worn and destitute troops with the sup-
plics rendercd necessary by their foroed withdrawal
from Harrison’s Lending, the disorderly retreat
under Gen. Pope, wnd the march to Antietam, with
the waste of clothing and material incident to
bloody battles, fresh clemors were raised againat
him by the same inscnsate faction which had been
the evil genius of the Administration.

On the 26th of October, 1862, GGen. MeClellan

commenced a new forward movement against the
enemy. All things were ready for fresh sncoesses.
If with a broken and defeated army, whose shat-
tered fragments he had consolidated while on the
march to Antietam, Gen. McClellan had svrested
victory from the army of Lee, elated by its recent
successes over Pope, what might not the country
have expeeted from the gallant Army of the Poto-
mac, under the load of its favorite commander, now
that with replenished columns and flushed with
triumph, it was marching to fresh conflicts with the
discomfitted foe?
The advance was made by Gen. McClellan with
great celerity. On November 7th Gen. Pleason-
ton, who commanded the van of the army, had ata-
tioned his pickets on the Hazel river, within six
wiles of Culpeper. By the strategy of Gen. Me-
Clellan the army of Gen. Lee bad been effectually
out-generalled, and was in a position whero, if de-
feated, all retreat on its base was impossible. More-
over, the insurgent army had been cut in two by
the line of Gen. McClellan’s advance. On this
point Gen. Pleasonton says:

“From {he 7th instant (November, 1562) my advance
pickets were on Hazel river, within six miles of Culpeper.
‘I be information gaived by vumerous patrols, and
also from deseiters, prisone ra, contrabauds. ns well as eciti-
zene, eslablistied the fact of Longstreet, with his command,
being at Culpeper, while Jackson, with D, H. Hill, with
their regpective commands, were in tha Shenandoah Val
ley, on the western side of the Blus Ridge.”

While such was the sttitude of the contending
forces, while Gen. McClellan was in the mid-career

‘of his rapid forward movement, the order came for

hiy removal—an order emana-ing thistime not from
Gen. Halleck,asin the caseof the order for McClel-
lan’s appointment to tuke command of the forces
routed under Gen. Pope, but from the President

himself. Tt was as follows :
War DERMRTMENT,
Adjutaint General's Office,
Washington, November 5, 1862,

GENFRAL ORDER, No. 182 —I3, dircetion of the Presi-
dont of the Unied Srates it is ordered that Major Gen.
MeClellan be relieved from the eommand of the Army of
the Potomae, and that Major Gen. Burpside take command
of 'hut nrmy.

By order of the Bacratary of War :

E D. TowssesD, Assistant Adj't. Gen.

On the 3d of July, 1862, after Gen. MeClellan’s
masterly withdrawal of hisarmy to the James river—
a withdiawal mude necessary by no act of his, but
by the acts of the Admivistration which had dis-
concerted all his plans—the President wrote to
him :

“1 am satisfied thet yourself, «ficers, and men have
done the best you oiuld.  All sesournts sny better fightiog
was never dons.  Ten thousand thanks for it."

Two days afterwards, when Mr. Lincoln had re-
ceived fuller information, he addressed the follow-
ing just commendation to Gen, MeClellan :

Wasmirar N, JuLy 5, 1862
Major General GEORGE B McCLPLLAN, Commanding
Army of the Potomae: A thousand thanks for the relief
your two despatéhes of 12 and 1 P. M. yestorday gave ma.
Be assnred the heroiwm of yourself, officers, and men is
and forever will be appreciated, A. LascoLy.

On the 15th of September, 1862, after he bad
received intelligence of the successes at South
Mountain, the President wrote to Gen. MoClellan :

“ Your despateh of to-day received. God bless you and

all with yon!  Destroy the rebel army, it possible
“A LixcoLs.”

On the 30thof SBeptember, 1862, two wecksafter
the victorics of South Mountain and Antictam,
Gen. Halleck, baving maturely considered the late
battles, thought it not proper to bestow on Gen.
MeClellan and his gallant army any terms of praise
less stinted than the following : j

WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 30, 1864,
Major Gen MeCl llan, Commanding, ete

GUENERAL: Your report of yesterday, giving the resalts
of the battlea of South Mountain and Autietam, bas been
reeeived and submiited to the President. They were not
only hard fought b.ttles, BUT WELL-EARNED AND DECIDED
VIC TORIES.

The walor and endurance of your army in the saveral
eonflicts which terminated in the expulsion of the enemy
from the loyal Stare of Maryland are oreditable alike to
the troops and to the officers who ¢ mmanded them.

A grateful country, while mourning the lamented dead,
will not be unmindful of the hinors due to the living,

H. W. HALLECK, Ganeral-io-Uhief.

What wonder that the removal of such & com-
mander in the full tide of his successful carcer was
roocived with equal astonishment by the army,
which, as Mr. Kverett pays, “idolized him,” and
by the loyal people of the conntry, who, with the ex-
eeption of ““the radical contemners of experience
and science in military affairs,”” had come to repose
in him an abiding confidence? And henoo it was
that intelligent and patriotic supporters of the Ad-
ministration, like Senator Harris, of New York,
condewned the ill-advised step asincxplicable. Two
days after Gen. MoClellan’s removal, that Senator,
on entering his class room, and before prooceding

with his lectare on law, being asked what was his

opinion as te ‘the removal of MoClellan, snid :

“The removal of McClellan has surprised and
grieved me. I thiok it is a great mistake. T re.
garded him ss the ablest General the war has yet
brought to notice. 1am not aware of any sufficicnt
grounds for this step.”

And to this day it is the judgment of tha Ameri-
oan people, as it will be the judgment of history,
that there were “no sufficient grounds for this
step.”” That McClellan was removed for politieal
rather than military reasons has long been sus-
pected, but the fact is now placed b eyond dispute
by the announcement made in & public speech de-
livered in New York on the 27th of September,
by the Hon. Montgomery Blair, the late Postmas-
ter General, and who, as & membcr of the Cabinet,
has possessed in a remarkable degree the confidence
of the President. Mr. Blair stated in that speech
that Mr. Lincoln ¢ had concerted with Gen. Grant
to bring Gen. McClellan again into the ficld as bis
adjunct, if he turned his back on the proposals of
the peace junto at Chicago;"” that is, the phrase
being translated out of the dialeot of partisanship
into pluin every-day speech, the President of the
United States, with General MecClellan’s mili-
tary career fully before him, still thinks so highly
of Gen. McClellan as a military commander that
he had “ concerted” with Gen. Grant to bring
that officer “aguin into the ficld as Gen. Grant’
adjunct,’”’ provided he would not accept the nomi-
nation of the Chicago Convention, and thercby
come into competition with Mr. Lincoln’s Pres-
dential aspirations. We ask the American people
to mark this most sstounding statement, and to
draw from it their own deductions. 'What shall
bo said of an- Kxcoutive who, at a time when, as
Mr. Everott justly says, ¢ he should assume a po-
sition, alike in civil and military affuirs, wholly inde-
pendent of party,” ¢ concerts” with the Lieutenant
General for the appointment of Gen, McClellanto
a most important command, not from considerations
of military fitness, but from considerations of po-
litioal rivelship ! ~ And what now shall be said of
the calumnious imputations on Gen. McClellan’s
military capacity when it is seen that President
Lincoln, with his full knowledge of Gen McClel-
lan’s military history, was ready to make him Gen.
Grant’s “adjunct” if only the Chicago nomina-
tion wera declined? Alas, alas! for the Republie
in which such things are notonly “concerted”
but published to the world as illustrating the
maxims of partisanship on which the Government
is administered at this solemn hour in its history.

As before recited, the command of the Army of
the Potomac was devolved on Gen. Burnside by
the order of the President under date of Novem-
ber 7, 1862. Gen. Burnside was not born to this
greatness nor had he achieved it. Tt was thrust
apen him sorelyagaiost his will under an honest con-
sciousness of his want of qualification for the post
and under the cqually honest conviction that Gen.
MecClellan conld command the Army of the Poto-
mac better than any General in it. To this effuet
he bore testimony under oath as follows on his ap-
pearanoe before the Congressional Committee on
the Conduct of the War. He said :

“ This order was conu%‘nrd to me by Gen. Bockingham,
who was sttached to the War Depsrtment. After getting
over my surprise, the shock, &¢’, I told Gen. Buckingham
that it wae 8 matter that required very rerious thonght;
that I did not want the command ; that it had been offered
to me twice before, and [ did not feel that I could take u, I
counselled with two of my staff officers in regard to it for,
I should thiok, an hour and a balf. They urged upon ma
that I had no right, as a soldier, to discbey thae erder, and
that I bad already expressed to the Government my un-
willingness to take the command; I told them what wy
views were with reference to my ability to exercise such-
& command, which views were those I had unreserv-dly
expressed, that I was nol compitent to command such a
large army as this; 1 had eaid the same over and over agnin
to the Piesident und Secretary of War; and also that if
mutters could be satiafaetorily arranged with Gen MoClellan
1 thought he could command the Army of the Potomuc better
than any other General in it." :

JThe delays and blunders which preceded the
battle of Fredericksburg, and the disastrous issue
of that battle ¢n the 3th of November, 1862,
proved how just had been Gen. Burnside’s misgiv-
ings in mecepting the command of such & large
army. And well might the President exclaim, aa
he is reported to have done when the news of that
bloody repulse was brought to him, “If there is
any body out of hell who experiences the torments
of the damned I am that man.”” The appointment
of Gen. Burpside was his work, done with the
 best intentions,” doubtless, but without that sound
discretion which could alone justify the choice
that was made. As a selection, it scems, was to
be made from the several corps commanders of
the army, the choice, with that curious infelicity
which has marked some other arrangements of the
Administration in the conduct of the war, was
directed precisely to that corps commander who,
frem his recent connexion with the Army of the
Potomae, knew the least about its constitution and
the distribution of its forces at the time he was
charged with its control. Oan this point Gen.
Burnside spoke as follows in his testimony before
designated :

“ had previonsly commanded but one eorps, upon the
extreme right and in the advance sinces the eampaign had
begun. [ probably knew liss than any other corps com-
mander of the posuions and relative strength «f the several
corps of the arwy. Gen. MecCioliaa remmned sume two
ot thres days to arrange his affsirs, and came with me ns
fur as Warrenton, and then lefi, baving given me ali the
informuticn he could in reference to the army.”

How the ‘“loyal” organs of the Administration
received the disaster of Durnside may be read in
such comments as follow. We quote from the
New York Evening Post of December 18, 1862

““How long is such intolerabls and wicked blundering
to continue 1 What does the President wait fur7 We
henr that a great, & horrible crime bas been eommitted ;
we do not hear that those guilty of 1t are under arrest;
we do not hear even that they are to be removed from
the places of truat which they have shown themsslves so
ineapable to fill. 'What does the President wait for?  He
knows who was in fsult; he knows whose ignorance, or
inoapneity, or treason it was which has brought this need-
lesn shame and sorrow upon the Ameriean people. Let
him do his duty, and that at once ; let him show the peo-
ple, who look to him, that he conceals nothiog, that he
protects no galt, that he favors no incapmcity, that he
stands between no oriminal nod justies.”

In order to show the reader how our military
affairs were managed daring Burnside’s adminis-
tration of the Army of the Potomae, we may take
u single example, farnished by the Committee on
the Conduct of the War.

It appears that on the 26th of Decomber, 1862,
an order was issned for the entire command of
Gen. Burnside to be in a econdition to move at
twelve hours’ notice. Shortly after that order was
issued Gen. John Newton and Gen. John Coch-
rane came up to Washington on leave of absence.
Previous to obtaining leave of absence from Gen.

Franklin, they informed him and Gen. William F.

Smith that when they came to Washington thoy

should take the opportunity to represent to somé
ome in suthority the dispirited conditi>a of the
army, aod the daoger there was in atrempting
any movement agsinst the enemy at that time. OF
l!u particular movement plsoned by Gen. Bura-
side they had mo knowledge. While in the city
they sought and obtained an interview with the
President, and the purport aud results of that ig-
terview are described by the committee as follows:
“ Gen. Newton opened the subject to the P b
At first the President, ss Gon N!nlr!iwn txpno:u i':.i‘v?r.y
uaturally conceived that they had come thers for the pur-
pose of injurng Gen. Burnside, and suggesting o me o' her
peraon to fill bis place’ Gen. Newton states that, while
bhe firmly believed that the prineipal cause of the dinpirited
condition of the army wa« the want of coufidence in the
wilitary capacily of Gen, Burnside, he deemed it impro-
per to say so to the Presidet * right squwie out,’ and
‘herofore endeavored to convey ihe sawe idea indirestly,
When asked if he cousidersd it any less improger to
such a thivg indirectly than it was to do it direotly, be
qualified his previous masertion by saying th t his ubject
wis to ioform the Presidet of what he considered to be
the eondition of the nm{. in the hope that the President
would make inquiry sud loarn the true cause for himsslf.
Upon pereeiving this impressivn upon the mind of the
Preeident, Gens. Newton sud Coobrane stale that they
hastened to sseurs the President that he was entirely
mistsken, and so far succeeded that at the close of ths in-
terview the Preswdint said to them he was glad th y had

called npoa him . and that he hoped that good would result
Jrom the interview.

* Toreturo to Gen. Burnsida. The cavalry ex i
bad started : the brigade of infantry detailed glum;
it bad eroseed the Rappsbannock st Richard’s vord, and
returned by way of Kilis's Furd, leaving the way clear for
the envalry to eross at Kelly's Ford. ‘The day they had
arrauged to make the eroseing General Buroside received
from the Piesident the following telegram: * I have good
reasan for soying that you must not make a gemeral move-
ment without le ting me know of it' .

“Gen. Burnsice swated that he could not imagioe, at
the time, wont resson the Presidont onuld have for sending
b'm such & telegram.  Nonoe of the officers of his command,
except one or two of hia staff who had remained in camp,
bad been‘tcld any thing of his plan beyond the simple (act
that n movement was to bs made. He ocould only suppose
that the despatel relsted in somd way to importaut wili-
tary movewents in other parts of the country in which it
wWas necersary to have eo-vperation.

“ Upon the receipt of that telegram steps were immedi-
alely taken to balt the cavalry expeditivn where it then
was ab (Kelley's Ford) unul further orders. A portion of
it wae shortly afterwards sent off to intercept Stuart, who
had just wade a raid to Dumfries and the weighborhood of
Fairiax court-house, which it failed to do.

“ Gen. Buraside came to Washington to aseertain from
the President the troe state of the cuse. He was informed
by the President thut some general officera from the Army
of the Potomac, whose names ke declined to give, hud callad
upon him and represented that Gon, Burnsids contemplated
soon making & movement, and tbat the army was sodispirited
ard demornlized that any attempt to make a movement at
that time must result in d'saster; Lhat no promineat officers
in the Army of tue Potomae wera w favor of any move-
ment at that time. :

“ Gvn, Burnside informed the President that none of his
offieers hud besn informed what his plan was, and then
proceeded to explain it in detail to the President. He urged
upou the Presdont to grant him permission to earry it
aut, but the President de-lined to do so at that time. (on.
Hulleek and Seoretary Stauton were sent for, and then
leavnid, fur the first time. of the President's action in stop-
ping the morement, although Gen. Halleck was previously
awnrs that n movement was contemplated by Gen. Burn-
gide. Cen. Halleek, with Gen. Burnside, beld that the
officers who had male thosa represcntaiions to the Presi-
dent should be at once dismissed the serviea.

“Gen. Burnside remuined here at that time for two
days, but no eonclusion waa reached upon the subjsat.
When ho returned to his camp he lesroed that many of the
details of the general movement and the details of the can-
alry cxpedition had become known to the rebel sympathizers
in Washington, thereby rendering that p an impracticable.
When asked to whim be had commuoieated lius plans, he
stated thet had told no ome in Washington escept the
President, Scerctary Stantom, and Gen. Haileck ; and in
bis eap noun koew of it exeept one or two of his stafl
officers, who had remained in camp all the time. He pro-
fessed bimsell unable to tell how his plans had become
known to the enemy."

Let us recapitulate the facts set forthi in this
narrative: Two officers, in performing a service for
which they deserved, in the judgment of Mr. Stan-
ton and Gen. Halleck, to be at once dismissed from
the army, suceeed in so far winning the ear of the
President that #“he gaid to them he was glad they
had called vpon him, and that he hoped good
would result from the interview.” The actual re-
sult of the ioterview was aa order of the President
suspendiog the operations of Gen. Buraside, be-
cause, 88 he eaid, ““he had good reason” for de-
manding such a suspension, alluding to the repre-
sentations confidentially made by Gens. Cochrane
and Newton, and which, whatcver may have been
the informality of their communication, were ae-
cepted by the President as furnishing ¢“good rea-
sons’’ for holding Gen. Barnside in check, That
is, the President adopted their reasons as his own,
and thus threw over the heads of the officers mak-
ing these statements the protecting shield of the
Commander-in-Chief. To have afterwards pun-
ished them for making communications on which
he had acted would have been, of course, to stul.
tify himself and wrong the officers with whom he
had made himself particeps crimin's if any erime
had been committed.

But the matter did not end here. The commit-
tee repogy that Gen. Burnside repaired to Wash-
ington and proceeded to explain to the President
the details of the plan  The President, s:ill under
the influence of the representations confidentially
made by the officers whose names he declined to
give, refused his assent to Gen. Burnside’s projeot.
And it is while matters are at this stage that Gen.
Halleck (who nominally held the offiez of General-
in-Chief while the President performed its du-
ties in critieal junctures) learncd for the first
time of the Presidsnt’s action in stopping the
movement.  Gen. Burnside remained in Washing-
ton two days, confided the details of his plans to
nobody in Washiogton except the Presidont, Sec-
retary Stanton, and Gen, Halleck, and then returned
to his army only to find that these details had be-
come koown to “rebel sympathizers” in Washing-
ton, and that theichy his plan was rendercd impracti-
cable. Tt is not directly charged that the Presi-
dent, Gen. Halleck, or Mr. Stanton had exposed
these military secrets, but, as it is stated that no-
body in Gen. Burnside’s army knew what they
were except one or two staff officers “ who had re-
mained in camp all the time,” the committee leave
the neeessary iuference to be drawn that the ¢ rebel
sympathizers” in this city had obtained their news
direotly or indireotly through one or other or all of
the high functionaries above dosignated.

We think it will be admitted that the Pre:
sident should not have appointed General Burn-
.sice to the command of the army, or have retsined
him in such command after he had so far forfeited
the confidence of the Administration that his move.
ments could be arrested at the usofficial and clan-
destioe suggestion of two of his subordinate offi-
cers. This is not only a matter of decorum but
a plain and elementary. principle of military admin-
istration,

In the second place,*this episode serves to set
in aclear light the undefined nature of the position
held by Gen. Halleck under the then existiog mili.
tary system of the Administration, if that can be
called a system where systemn there was none. We

ment, was not apprized by the President that the
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have the spectacle of a Gencral-in-Chief who, though * +
apprized that Gen. Burnside meditated a move- ~
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